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Karen Weaver is the mayor of the city of Flint. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Tougaloo 

College, a master’s degree from Long Island University, and a doctorate from Michigan State 

University. 

Jamie Curtis is the chairman of the Genesee County Board of Commissioners. He earned a 
Millwright apprenticeship certificate from Mott College. Curtis is a representative of Genesee County 
who shall be submitted by the Genesee County Board of Commissioners. 

Marc Edwards is a professor at Virginia Tech with numerous awards and honors for his work. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in bio-physics from SUNY Buffalo, and both a master’s and doctorate of 
science in environmental engineering from the University of Washington. Edwards will represent 
subject matter experts. 

Mona Hanna-Attisha is the director of the pediatric residency program at Hurley Medical Center. 
She earned a bachelor’s degree in resource ecology and management/environmental health from 
the University of Michigan, a doctorate from Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, 
and a master’s from the University Of Michigan School Of Public Health. 

Natasha Henderson is the city administrator and chief administrator officer for the city of Flint. She 
earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Arkansas – Pine Bluff, and a master’s in business 
administration from Texas A&M University – Texarkana. Henderson is a representative of the city of 
Flint who shall be submitted by the mayor of the city of Flint. 

Jim Koski retired as the Saginaw County drain commissioner, a role in which he had served from 
1977 to 1980 and again in 1996 to 2011. He is a representative of Genesee County who shall be 
submitted by the Genesee County Board of Commissioners. 

Lawrence Reynolds is president and CEO of the Mott Children’s Health Center. He earned a 
bachelor’s degree in political science from Wayne State University and a doctorate from Howard 
University College of Medicine. Reynolds will represent subject matter experts. 

Laura Sullivan is a professor of mechanical engineering at Kettering University. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in premedical engineering from Arizona State University, and both a master’s 
degree and a doctorate in materials science and engineering from the University of Texas at 
Arlington. Sullivan is a representative of the city of Flint who shall be submitted by the mayor of the 
city of Flint. 

Mark Valacak is the health officer of the Genesee County Health Department and an instructor at 
the Michigan State University College of Human Medicine. He earned both a bachelor’s degree and 
a master’s of public health degree from the University of Michigan. Valacak is a representative of 
Genesee County who shall be submitted by the Genesee County Board of Commissioners. 

Harvey Hollins is the director of Office of Urban Initiatives within the Executive Office of the 
Governor. He earned a Master’s degree of Public Policy at the University of Michigan - Gerald R. 
Ford School of Public Policy with a specialty in Domestic Policy and a Bachelor’s in Pre-Medical 
Sciences from Kalamazoo College. 

  



Col. Chris Kelenske is the deputy state director of Emergency Management and Homeland 
Security within the Michigan Department of State Police. Kelenske is a graduate of Grand Valley 
State University where he received a Bachelor of Science. He holds a Master of Arts in security 
studies from the Naval Postgraduate School, Center for Homeland Defense and Security. In 2008, 
Kelenske graduated from the 235th Session of the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Va. 

Keith Creagh is the director of the Department of Environmental Quality. Creagh's service with state 
government began in 1974 and has included a wide range of positions with MDARD during his 
tenure, including land use deputy director with the Departments of Natural Resources and MDARD. 
Creagh has a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry from Michigan Technological University, and 
continues to collaborate with Michigan's universities and colleges on a variety of issues. 

Nick Lyon is the director of the Department of Health and Human Services. Lyon is a 1990 graduate 
of Yale University where he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics and political science. 

Mike Zimmer, director of the Department or Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. Zimmer earned a 
bachelor's degree from Michigan State University and his law degree from George Washington 
University. Previously he served as deputy director of the State Office of Administrative Hearings 
and Rules, director of the Bureau of Hearings in the former Department of Consumer and Industry 
Services; as the Director of the Office of Regulatory Reform.  

Nick Khouri, state treasurer. He presently chairs the state’s Investment Advisory Council. Khouri 
earned a bachelor’s degree in economics from University of Michigan and a master’s degree in 
economics from Michigan State University.  

Brian Whiston, superintendent of public instruction. He has earned both a bachelor’s degree and a 
master’s degree in political science from Wayne State University. He most recently served as 
superintendent of Dearborn Public Schools, the state’s third largest school district.  

 


